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In the year 1811, the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, the
Magistrates and Councillors, with the mace and sword-bearers, and

halberdiers, walked in stately procession along George Street, from
St. Andrew1 s Church to Charlotte Square, to lay the Foundation Stone
of the new City Church of St. George^ s.

As was customary on such

occasions in these days, there was great pomp and ceremony, and also
conviviality, for one of the items of the dayts expenses was "Tavern Bill at laying Foundation Stone 81", (vide speech by the
late Lord Provost Inches at the Centenary of St. George^s 1914).
The Church was opened for worship in 1814, the first
Minister being Dr. Andrew Thomson who was appointed by the Town
Council.

Dr, Thomson was not only a popular preacher, but he was

also an enthusiastic musician, and set about at once to improve the
Psalmody of the Church, and in 1323 he induced Mr. R. A. Smith to
leave paisley Abbey, and to come to St. George's as Precentor.
They had already collaborated in compiling "Sacred Harmony for use
in St. George's Edinburgh" in 1820, to which Dr. Thomson contributed
his famous tunes, "St. George's Edinburgh" and "Redemption".

R. A. Smith was Precentor in St. George's from 1823 to 1829.

He

compiled several books of "Sacred Harmony" and greatly enriched
Scottish Psalmody - many of his tunes are still popular such as:
Invocation, St. Lawrence, Morven and Selma.

Smith was the founder

of the St. George's musical tradition, as his choir, or, as it was

called/
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called In those days, his 'band1 became ^amous throughout the
country for itB fine singing.
It is greatly to the credit of the succeeding ministers, and
Kirk Sessions of St. George's that they have been proud of this
musical tradition, and h^ve done all in their power to maintain it
down to the present day.
It is interesting to note that Sir A. G. Mackenzie, late
Principal of the Hoyal Academy, was Precentor in St. George ' s from
1870 to 1881.

He was succeeded by Mr. Carl Hamilton 1881 * 1885.

The organ, built by 'Father ^11118*, was Installed in 1882,
and Mr. Charles Bradley was the first organist, whilst Carl Hamilton
remained as Choirmaster.

As both these musicians were strong

personalities and couldn't agree very well, the Kirk Session
dismissed them both and appointed Mr. Henry Hartley Orgalst and
Choirmaster in 1886.
Mr. Hartley, the father of John Hartley of St. Giles, had
been organist at Hewing ton parish Church for 11 years.

He did

excellent work 1^ St. George's for 26 years, and made a great
reputation, especially as choir-trainer.

He gave a rendering of

the St. Matthew Passion in 1908 to a crowded congregation, and also
the great Palestrina Mass: Missa Papae Maroelll in the Music Hall
in 1893.
Mr. H. "Whalley, formerly of Peebles Parish Church, succeeded
Mr. Hartley in 1912, andcelebrated his semi-jubilee as Organist in
St. George's/

3.

St. George*a last May, when, in addition to receiving valuable gifts
from the Choir and Congregation, the Ki^k Session honoured him by

f
making him an Elder.•

Through the kindness and enthusiasm of J. H. Stevenson, Esq.,
K.C., Convener of St. George^s Choir Committee for 40 years, and
Mr. A. Ross Miller, who has been a chorister in St. George's for

31 years, there is now a gallery of photographs hung in the Choir
Room of former Precentors and Organists from R. A. Smith down to
the present time, and including Mr. A. Fuller-Maitland, a former
musical critic of ^The Times" and R. P. McEwan, Esq. of Marohmont,
who both deputised for Mr. Whalley during his absence on Wax^ Service.
The Choir of St. George's consists of 26 professional singers.
There is an Endowment Fund for the choir which used to be sufficient
for its needs, but in these days of economic stress, and money
devaluation, the Congregation has for some years had to augment this
fund considerably.
Many Cathedrals and other musical foundations have, since the
Great War, had to economise and to reduce the number of their
Choristers,and it is very gratifying to note that the Choir of St^
George's still remains at full strength and consists of 26 Choristers
as it has done for at least 60 years.
The organ was reconstructed, with a new console and electro-

pneumatic action, by Messrs. Henry Willis & Sons, London, in 1932.
It ha3 3 manuals, 33 speaking stops and 23 couplers.

The/
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The musical tradition of St. George's, which began with Dr. Andrew
Thomson, is being well maintained today, under modern and more
strenuous conditions.

For not only is there more special music

rendered now than formerly, but a much higher standard of performance
is aimed at, and expected since the advent of ^ireless and the
Gramophone.

We organists should constantly remind ourselves that seeing
the very best can now be heard, and sometimes the worst, on the
wireless, public taste has, on the whole, been considerably raised.
Some people are inclined to belittle the work of the organist
who has a professional choir, saying that the work is bound to be
easy with such a choir. • But remember, "To whom much is given, much

is expected".

Let me just give you a short resume of a winter's

work in St. Georges.

Through the kindly interest and appreciation

of our Minister, Dr. Taylor, we have special musical Services to
mark the chief events of the Church year.

These Services, with

Prayers, B^nana, Psalms and Readings by the Minister, take up the
whole of the ^vening Service.

There is no Sermon, as a rule, as

Dr. Taylor realises that the music has its own message on these
occasions.

We do six of these special Musical Services each year

as follows:*

October/
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October

...

Novanber ...
December

...

A special Harvest Thanksgiving Service.
Brahm*s*Requieri for Armistice Sunday.
'The Christmas Oratoria' (Bach) or
'The Llessiah' •
A service of Carols.

Passion Sunday
^aster Sunday

St. Matthew Passion (Bach), or
Stabat Mater (Dvorak).
A special Service of ^aster Music by Handel,
Bach ^nd Brahms.

^n addition to these special Services, anthems are sung at
each Sunday Service, chosen from the best Cathedral anthems, ranging
from Tnllis, Dyrd and Oibbons down to present day composers.

The

organ voluntaries, ^hich ~re chosen largely from 3ach, PJheinberger,

Mendelssohn, and the modern I^^ench, German and ^nglish School, are
in keeping with the Cathedral Anthems sung by the Choir, and with
the old Scottish Psalms and Paraphrases beloved by the Congregation.
Surely 3t. George*3 l^ne reason to be proud of its great
musical tradition which began in 1314 and is still being maintained
in these difficult days.

ST.

GEORGE'S PARISH

CHURCH,

List of Precentors, Choirmasters and Organists

from the Church Opening 181^.

1.Robert Gale

appointed

1814

2.Robert Atkinson

1819

3.R. A. Smith

1823

4.Robert Henderson

1831

resigned

1819
1823

n

1829

Peter Fenwick

"1861

D. McEwan

•1861

V

1866

J. C. Young

•' Hov. 1866

11 Dec.

1366

T. F. Longbottom

"1867

n

1870

A. C. Mackenzie

•1870

1879

Carl Hamilton with
Charles Bradley, first organish

"1881

Henry Hartley

".1885

H. Whalley, F.R.C.O.

"1912

Honorary Organists.
R. F. McEwen, Esq.,
S. A. Fuller-Maitland, Esq.,

Oct. 1917 to
Jany. 1919.

it

1885
Died 1911
t-'U

