
 

    

    

HLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & HLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & HLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & HLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & 
ReachReachReachReach

 

 

publicity@musicforallsmsg.org

www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats

Music for All @ SMSG, St Mary & St Giles Church, High Street, Stony Stratford, MK11 1BD

 

PRESS RELEASEPRESS RELEASEPRESS RELEASEPRESS RELEASE    

From Anna Page, Music for All Publicity Team 

Date May 2017 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASEFOR IMMEDIATE RELEASEFOR IMMEDIATE RELEASEFOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    

HLF funded HLF funded HLF funded HLF funded Willis Willis Willis Willis Pipe Organ Restoration Pipe Organ Restoration Pipe Organ Restoration Pipe Organ Restoration 

completedcompletedcompletedcompleted    

Music for All @ SMSG is pleased to announce that the three

Restoration and ReachRestoration and ReachRestoration and ReachRestoration and Reach----out projectout projectout projectout project

organ has been restored and is sounding great.

The Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & Reach

of Victorian heritage; and to reach out to volunteers to run ongoing programmes of educational visits and 

musical events with the restored organ at their core, for young people and the local community. 

Put simply, it has been a great success. Entirely run by volunteers, the project h

approved purposes, making a significant difference both to heritage and to people:

• We have restored the organ and enabled 425 people to see the work in progress

• We have researched its history and made its story available via

flyers and frequently asked questions

• We have created a 25 minute DVD and learning resources for schools (also available freely online)

• We have introduced 490 school children and accompanying adul

programme and a players programme is allowing a growing list of new and existing organists to play 

the instrument every week.

• We have built a community music programme to extend knowledge and appreciation of the organ 

and its history via 26 events using the organ in the first 11 months since restoration, with over 3,000 

participants, plus 26 other music events giving total participation in music for all @ SMSG events of 

4,700 with very positive feedback.

• We have trained an increasing number of volunteers in 15 defined roles to support Education and 

Community Music activities, with very positive feedback and willingness to continue.

We are very grateful to the Heritage Lottery fund for all their support and encouragement.

the successful completion of the project, Fr Ross Northing said 

Church Council are very grateful to the Heritage Lottery Fund, the huge number of volunteer fundraisers and 

the countless people who have supp

fully refurbished but also brought up to its full specification. Thanks to all their efforts this is now the premier 

Church Pipe Organ in this area, and we look forward to its enhanc

in teaching potential organists, and in promoting music more generally for many years to come.”
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Pipe Organ Restoration Pipe Organ Restoration Pipe Organ Restoration Pipe Organ Restoration & Reach& Reach& Reach& Reach----out project successfully out project successfully out project successfully out project successfully 

pleased to announce that the three-year Heritage Lottery Funded 

out projectout projectout projectout project has been completed and signed off by the Heritage Lottery Fund

estored and is sounding great. 

Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & Reach-Out project had two equally important aims: to restore a fine piece 

reach out to volunteers to run ongoing programmes of educational visits and 

musical events with the restored organ at their core, for young people and the local community. 

Put simply, it has been a great success. Entirely run by volunteers, the project has delivered all six of its HLF

approved purposes, making a significant difference both to heritage and to people: 

We have restored the organ and enabled 425 people to see the work in progress

We have researched its history and made its story available via our website, photo books, banners, 

flyers and frequently asked questions sheets for volunteers. 

We have created a 25 minute DVD and learning resources for schools (also available freely online)

We have introduced 490 school children and accompanying adults to the organ via our Visits 

programme and a players programme is allowing a growing list of new and existing organists to play 

the instrument every week. 

We have built a community music programme to extend knowledge and appreciation of the organ 

history via 26 events using the organ in the first 11 months since restoration, with over 3,000 

participants, plus 26 other music events giving total participation in music for all @ SMSG events of 

4,700 with very positive feedback. 

reasing number of volunteers in 15 defined roles to support Education and 

Community Music activities, with very positive feedback and willingness to continue.

very grateful to the Heritage Lottery fund for all their support and encouragement.

the successful completion of the project, Fr Ross Northing said “The Rector, Churchwardens and Parochial 

Church Council are very grateful to the Heritage Lottery Fund, the huge number of volunteer fundraisers and 

the countless people who have supported fundraising events to ensure that our Willis Pipe Organ is not only 

fully refurbished but also brought up to its full specification. Thanks to all their efforts this is now the premier 

Church Pipe Organ in this area, and we look forward to its enhancement of Christian Worship, its greater use 

in teaching potential organists, and in promoting music more generally for many years to come.”
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out project successfully out project successfully out project successfully out project successfully 

year Heritage Lottery Funded Willis Pipe Organ Willis Pipe Organ Willis Pipe Organ Willis Pipe Organ 

has been completed and signed off by the Heritage Lottery Fund.  The 

project had two equally important aims: to restore a fine piece 

reach out to volunteers to run ongoing programmes of educational visits and 

musical events with the restored organ at their core, for young people and the local community.  

as delivered all six of its HLF-

 

We have restored the organ and enabled 425 people to see the work in progress 

our website, photo books, banners, 

We have created a 25 minute DVD and learning resources for schools (also available freely online). 

ts to the organ via our Visits 

programme and a players programme is allowing a growing list of new and existing organists to play 

We have built a community music programme to extend knowledge and appreciation of the organ 

history via 26 events using the organ in the first 11 months since restoration, with over 3,000 

participants, plus 26 other music events giving total participation in music for all @ SMSG events of 

reasing number of volunteers in 15 defined roles to support Education and 

Community Music activities, with very positive feedback and willingness to continue. 

very grateful to the Heritage Lottery fund for all their support and encouragement.  Commenting on 

“The Rector, Churchwardens and Parochial 

Church Council are very grateful to the Heritage Lottery Fund, the huge number of volunteer fundraisers and 

orted fundraising events to ensure that our Willis Pipe Organ is not only 

fully refurbished but also brought up to its full specification. Thanks to all their efforts this is now the premier 

ement of Christian Worship, its greater use 

in teaching potential organists, and in promoting music more generally for many years to come.” 
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In March 2014 the Heritage Lottery Fund gave a gran

with Calverton to support the project which not only enabled the restoration of the Willis Pipe Organ but also 

meant that a programme of historical research, education, music making, out

could be realised. 

The project, which was entirely local community

Willis Pipe Organ as well as researching and interpreting its history.  It also involved producing audio visual, 

print and online learning resources to enable exploration of the or

an Education and Activities programme, recruiting and training more volunteer organ guides and delivering a 

Community Music Programme using the organ.

As a result of the HLF grant the project team was able to co

been fundraising since 2006 and fund the education and outreach activities. 

2014 to 2015, brought back into use 

for the Milton Keynes’ 50th birthday celebrations.

This Willis Pipe organ was originally built by 'Father' Willis in 1882, one of the most famous Victorian organ

builders, and remains a shining example of the excellence of his work. It was enlarged and enhanced by his 

son and again by his grandson Henry Willis III in 1932.  It was m

Church, Charlotte Square in Edinburgh to Stony Stratford by Starmer Shaw Organ builders in 1967.  Henry 

Willis III used modern technology to expand the instrument

character, for modern musical and liturgical purposes without destroying their original sound. The instrument 

at Stony Stratford is a fine example of the Willis dynasty of organ building.  

by FH Browne & Sons Ltd, Stony Stratford 

functioning Willis III church organ.  

Although the Heritage Lottery funded project is now complete, 

programme of forthcoming musical events

performers of all ages.  Highlights include:

• The Open University Choir ‘Spem in Alium’ 

celebrations (with Quorum, Polymnia and Linsdale Si

• The 3 day Pipe Organ Festival from 8 

a Silent Movie with pipe organ, a musical Teddy Bears’ Picnic, Hands on Our Willis!, a Gala Organ 

Concert, a Heritage exhibition, a lunchtime recital 

• Come & Sing with the Pipe Organ Day on 11 November when 150 people will learn and perform 

Haydn’s Nelson Mass. 

For further details see www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats

Organists are always welcome to use the organ by arrangement for practice and learning 

you can book to play the organ please see 

Music for All @ SMSG Team 
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In March 2014 the Heritage Lottery Fund gave a grant of £82,700 to the PCC of the Parish of Stony Stratford 

verton to support the project which not only enabled the restoration of the Willis Pipe Organ but also 

meant that a programme of historical research, education, music making, out-reach and volunteer training 

local community-volunteer led, focussed on restoring the 3

researching and interpreting its history.  It also involved producing audio visual, 

print and online learning resources to enable exploration of the organ and its history, creating and delivering 

an Education and Activities programme, recruiting and training more volunteer organ guides and delivering a 

Community Music Programme using the organ. 

As a result of the HLF grant the project team was able to commission the work on the organ

fundraising since 2006 and fund the education and outreach activities. The organ was restored from 

2014 to 2015, brought back into use with many concerts in 2015-2016 in time to be used in January 2017 

birthday celebrations. 

originally built by 'Father' Willis in 1882, one of the most famous Victorian organ

builders, and remains a shining example of the excellence of his work. It was enlarged and enhanced by his 

son and again by his grandson Henry Willis III in 1932.  It was moved from its original location in St George’s 

Church, Charlotte Square in Edinburgh to Stony Stratford by Starmer Shaw Organ builders in 1967.  Henry 

Willis III used modern technology to expand the instruments built by his grandfather, yet retained their 

character, for modern musical and liturgical purposes without destroying their original sound. The instrument 

at Stony Stratford is a fine example of the Willis dynasty of organ building.  Now the organ 

y Stratford is one of only a very few parishes in the country to have a fully 

functioning Willis III church organ.   

Although the Heritage Lottery funded project is now complete, Music for All @ SMSG has an extensive 

programme of forthcoming musical events at St Mary and St Giles church for everyone to enjoy, involving 

Highlights include: 

The Open University Choir ‘Spem in Alium’ (Thomas Tallis) concert on 17 June, as part of #MK50 

celebrations (with Quorum, Polymnia and Linsdale Singers). 

The 3 day Pipe Organ Festival from 8 – 10 September as part of Heritage Open Days

a Silent Movie with pipe organ, a musical Teddy Bears’ Picnic, Hands on Our Willis!, a Gala Organ 

Concert, a Heritage exhibition, a lunchtime recital and a requests recital. 

Come & Sing with the Pipe Organ Day on 11 November when 150 people will learn and perform 

www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats-on  

Organists are always welcome to use the organ by arrangement for practice and learning 

you can book to play the organ please see http://www.musicforallsmsg.org/learning/just
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of £82,700 to the PCC of the Parish of Stony Stratford 

verton to support the project which not only enabled the restoration of the Willis Pipe Organ but also 

reach and volunteer training 

focussed on restoring the 3-manual Father 

researching and interpreting its history.  It also involved producing audio visual, 

gan and its history, creating and delivering 

an Education and Activities programme, recruiting and training more volunteer organ guides and delivering a 

mmission the work on the organ, for which it had 

The organ was restored from 

2016 in time to be used in January 2017 

originally built by 'Father' Willis in 1882, one of the most famous Victorian organ-

builders, and remains a shining example of the excellence of his work. It was enlarged and enhanced by his 

oved from its original location in St George’s 

Church, Charlotte Square in Edinburgh to Stony Stratford by Starmer Shaw Organ builders in 1967.  Henry 

built by his grandfather, yet retained their tonal 

character, for modern musical and liturgical purposes without destroying their original sound. The instrument 

the organ has been restored 

one of only a very few parishes in the country to have a fully 

Music for All @ SMSG has an extensive 

at St Mary and St Giles church for everyone to enjoy, involving 

concert on 17 June, as part of #MK50 

as part of Heritage Open Days, which includes 

a Silent Movie with pipe organ, a musical Teddy Bears’ Picnic, Hands on Our Willis!, a Gala Organ 

Come & Sing with the Pipe Organ Day on 11 November when 150 people will learn and perform 

Organists are always welcome to use the organ by arrangement for practice and learning – for details of how 

http://www.musicforallsmsg.org/learning/just-play/  
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Notes to editorsNotes to editorsNotes to editorsNotes to editors    

About St Mary & St Giles Church and Music@SMSGAbout St Mary & St Giles Church and Music@SMSGAbout St Mary & St Giles Church and Music@SMSGAbout St Mary & St Giles Church and Music@SMSG

The Church of St Mary & St Giles exists to worship Almighty God and to serve the people of the Parish, and 

further afield, whether they worship or not. For more information about the church see the Parish website at 

http://parishstonystratfordcalverton.com/

Music at St Mary & St Giles (Music@SMSG for short) is an increasingly important part of our regular activities, 

as one of the ways in which we serve the wider community. We founded the Pipe Organ Restoration Action 

Group in 2006 and this has run nearly 150 fundraising events with results which demonstrate local support 

for our Pipe Organ far beyond the church family. We organise a variety of concerts and musical events for the 

enjoyment of the wider community, as many as 

encourage other local musical groups to make use of our church because of its good acoustic and lovely 

Grade 2* listed setting.  For more information see the Music@SMSG page on the organ fund website 

http://www.smsg-organ-appeal.co.uk/MusicSMSG.htm

About the Heritage Lottery FundAbout the Heritage Lottery FundAbout the Heritage Lottery FundAbout the Heritage Lottery Fund

Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) aims to make a lasting 

difference for heritage, people and communities across the UK and help build a resilient heritage economy. 

From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we 

invest in every part of our diverse heritage. HLF has

£5.9bn across the UK.  www.hlf.org.uk

HLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & ReachHLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & ReachHLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & ReachHLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & Reach

There have been many highlights o

restoration progressed, a visit to the organ builder’s workshop, the inaugural Choral concert with the Open 

University Choir, the inaugural Orchestral concert with MK Sinfonia when Poul

Saint Saens Organ Symphony were performed live in Stony Stratford to large audiences.  Highlights also 

included the 2016 Pipe Organ Festival which included a Silent Movie with organ, several organ concerts, a 

history exhibition, screenings of the

followed in November 2016 with the glorious Come & Sing day when 150 singers from the surrounding area 

enjoyed singing and performing with the organ.

about the Willis Pipe organ, to research its historical, musical and technical significance and is now helping 

organ scholars develop their playing skills.  During the project this

to its 1932 state, to enable players and listeners to experience and enjoy its unique 50

sound and technology. A new Digital Information Source was created to tell the story of this Pipe Organ and 

its contribution to community life since its installation in Stony Stratford fifty years ago in 1967, the year 

Milton Keynes was designated a New Town. The project 

professional support, to enable people of different ages and interests to learn about all aspects of the Willis 

Pipe Organ and a Reach-out Education Programme for learners of all ages, to extend knowledge and 

experience of playing a heritage Pipe Organ.  As part of the project, the Parish 

maintenance plan to ensure a sustainable future for the organ.  
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About St Mary & St Giles Church and Music@SMSGAbout St Mary & St Giles Church and Music@SMSGAbout St Mary & St Giles Church and Music@SMSGAbout St Mary & St Giles Church and Music@SMSG    

St Giles exists to worship Almighty God and to serve the people of the Parish, and 

further afield, whether they worship or not. For more information about the church see the Parish website at 

parishstonystratfordcalverton.com/  

Music at St Mary & St Giles (Music@SMSG for short) is an increasingly important part of our regular activities, 

as one of the ways in which we serve the wider community. We founded the Pipe Organ Restoration Action 

in 2006 and this has run nearly 150 fundraising events with results which demonstrate local support 

for our Pipe Organ far beyond the church family. We organise a variety of concerts and musical events for the 

enjoyment of the wider community, as many as possible of these using the Willis Pipe Organ. We also 

encourage other local musical groups to make use of our church because of its good acoustic and lovely 

Grade 2* listed setting.  For more information see the Music@SMSG page on the organ fund website 

appeal.co.uk/MusicSMSG.htm  

About the Heritage Lottery FundAbout the Heritage Lottery FundAbout the Heritage Lottery FundAbout the Heritage Lottery Fund    

Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) aims to make a lasting 

ce for heritage, people and communities across the UK and help build a resilient heritage economy. 

From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we 

invest in every part of our diverse heritage. HLF has supported almost 36,000 projects with more than 

www.hlf.org.uk.  

HLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & ReachHLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & ReachHLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & ReachHLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & Reach----out projectout projectout projectout project    

There have been many highlights of the project including allowing people to see inside the organ as the 

restoration progressed, a visit to the organ builder’s workshop, the inaugural Choral concert with the Open 

University Choir, the inaugural Orchestral concert with MK Sinfonia when Poulenc’s Organ Concerto and the 

Saint Saens Organ Symphony were performed live in Stony Stratford to large audiences.  Highlights also 

included the 2016 Pipe Organ Festival which included a Silent Movie with organ, several organ concerts, a 

screenings of the organ DVD and opportunities for people to play the organ

followed in November 2016 with the glorious Come & Sing day when 150 singers from the surrounding area 

enjoyed singing and performing with the organ. The project has enabled people of all ages to find out more 

about the Willis Pipe organ, to research its historical, musical and technical significance and is now helping 

organ scholars develop their playing skills.  During the project this rare 1882 Willis Pipe Organ was r

to its 1932 state, to enable players and listeners to experience and enjoy its unique 50

sound and technology. A new Digital Information Source was created to tell the story of this Pipe Organ and 

y life since its installation in Stony Stratford fifty years ago in 1967, the year 

Milton Keynes was designated a New Town. The project has also delivered Learning Resources created with 

professional support, to enable people of different ages and interests to learn about all aspects of the Willis 

out Education Programme for learners of all ages, to extend knowledge and 

playing a heritage Pipe Organ.  As part of the project, the Parish has implemented a 

maintenance plan to ensure a sustainable future for the organ.   
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St Giles exists to worship Almighty God and to serve the people of the Parish, and 

further afield, whether they worship or not. For more information about the church see the Parish website at 

Music at St Mary & St Giles (Music@SMSG for short) is an increasingly important part of our regular activities, 

as one of the ways in which we serve the wider community. We founded the Pipe Organ Restoration Action 

in 2006 and this has run nearly 150 fundraising events with results which demonstrate local support 

for our Pipe Organ far beyond the church family. We organise a variety of concerts and musical events for the 

possible of these using the Willis Pipe Organ. We also 

encourage other local musical groups to make use of our church because of its good acoustic and lovely 

Grade 2* listed setting.  For more information see the Music@SMSG page on the organ fund website 

Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) aims to make a lasting 

ce for heritage, people and communities across the UK and help build a resilient heritage economy. 

From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we 

supported almost 36,000 projects with more than 

f the project including allowing people to see inside the organ as the 

restoration progressed, a visit to the organ builder’s workshop, the inaugural Choral concert with the Open 

enc’s Organ Concerto and the 

Saint Saens Organ Symphony were performed live in Stony Stratford to large audiences.  Highlights also 

included the 2016 Pipe Organ Festival which included a Silent Movie with organ, several organ concerts, a 

and opportunities for people to play the organ.  This was 

followed in November 2016 with the glorious Come & Sing day when 150 singers from the surrounding area 

abled people of all ages to find out more 

about the Willis Pipe organ, to research its historical, musical and technical significance and is now helping 

rare 1882 Willis Pipe Organ was restored 

to its 1932 state, to enable players and listeners to experience and enjoy its unique 50-year evolution of pipe 

sound and technology. A new Digital Information Source was created to tell the story of this Pipe Organ and 

y life since its installation in Stony Stratford fifty years ago in 1967, the year 

Learning Resources created with 

professional support, to enable people of different ages and interests to learn about all aspects of the Willis 

out Education Programme for learners of all ages, to extend knowledge and 

implemented a 
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For high-resolution photographs, please contact 
 

Anna Page, Dave King and Lesley Salter
the organ about the project 
 

General view of the Willis pipe organ in St Mary & St Giles Church, Stony Stratford
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King and Lesley Salter with the plaque on 

Plaque on the organ about the project
 

  
General view of the Willis pipe organ in St Mary & St Giles Church, Stony Stratford 

HLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & HLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & HLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & HLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & 
out project successfully completedout project successfully completedout project successfully completedout project successfully completed    

Music for All @ SMSG, St Mary & St Giles Church, High Street, Stony Stratford, MK11 1BD 

publicity@musicforallsmsg.org. 

 
on the organ about the project 

 



 

    

    

HLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & HLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & HLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & HLF funded Willis Pipe Organ Restoration & 
ReachReachReachReach

 

 

publicity@musicforallsmsg.org

www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats

Music for All @ SMSG, St Mary & St Giles Church, High Street, Stony Stratford, MK11 1BD

 

  
Pipe repair, cleaning and tuning took many hundreds 
of hours 

Reading the information and history banners at the 
Inaugural organ recital, 30 April 2016

Jacob Collins played the organ at the MK50 
Community Gala Concert 28 January 2017 including 
a 50th anniversary song written for the occasion

[ends][ends][ends][ends]    
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Pipe repair, cleaning and tuning took many hundreds 

Discovering the history and restoration of the organ 
via the photo books 

 
Reading the information and history banners at the 
Inaugural organ recital, 30 April 2016 

Year 10 visit to learn about the pipe organ on an 
educational visit, June 2016

 
Jacob Collins played the organ at the MK50 

Concert 28 January 2017 including 
anniversary song written for the occasion 

Volunteer event team 
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Discovering the history and restoration of the organ 

 
Year 10 visit to learn about the pipe organ on an 
educational visit, June 2016 

 


